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In the first half of 2007, China
uncovered 2,441 cases of manufac-
turing or selling  counterfeit
cigarettes valued at 50,000 yuan or

more and seized 4.12 billion
cigarettes.
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Registrations of computer soft-
ware hit a record-high 11,414 in the
first half, up 8.21% year on year. A-
mong the several types of software
registrations, the 10,842 software
copyright registrations accounted for
94.99%.
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As of the end of June, Beijing
12312 had received a total of 5,122
tips, complaints and legal consulta-
tions. Among the 317 tips assigned
to the enforcement authorities, 142
or 45% involved foreign right hold-
ers.
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Through last June, Hong Kong
has received 1,505 requests for sub-
sidizing patent filings, 510 of which
were from Hong Kong companies
and 955 were from private Hong
Kong inventors.
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As of now, Henan has 48

products registering geographical
indications in its repository, ranking
No.2 in the country. Eighty percent
of them are farm products.
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Between last January and April,
Dongguan, Guangdong had filed 3,787
patent applications and acquired
2,337 patents, up 16.6% and 90.9%
year on year respectively.
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he European Union and China

took a major step in their co-

operation to protect geograph-
ical indications (GIs), as they ex-
changed on July 11, at a meeting be-
tween the General Administration of
Quality Supervision, Inspection and
Quarantine of China (AQSIQ) and the
Directorate General of Agriculture
and Rural Development of the Euro-
pean Commission, applications for the
protection of Gls on 10 products each
from the EU and China. These GIs
are accordingly entitled to full protec-
tion in both the EU and China.

The 10 Chinese products to be
registered in the EU are:Pinggu Big
Peach, Longkou Vermicelli, Longjing
Tea, Shanxi Apple, Dongshan White
Asparagus, Guanxi Honey Pomelo,
Jinxiang Garlic, Zhenjiang Vinegar, Lixi-
an Yam and Yancheng Crayfish. The 10

EU products are: West Country farm
cheddar, White stilton cheese/blue stilton
cheese, Scottish farmed salmon, Prosciut-
to di Parma, Grana Padano, Pruneau d'A-
gen/Pruneaux d'Agen mi-cuits, Roque-
fort, Comté, Sierra Magina and Priego
de Cordoba.

After the formal approval of the 10
Chinese products, the EU will accord
protection to their Chinese names and
the translations thereof in the Union's 25
official languages, said Aldo Longo, EC
agricultural director general.

A AQSIQ principal echoed his
EC counterpart, the 10 EU products,
once registered, will be treated on e-
qual footing with the homegrown ones
in terms of GI protection.
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tural Olympics.
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The sailing event of the Beijing 2008 Olympics is to be staged in Qingdao, Shandong. Yangyang, a local three years
old, cuddles with a five-year-old white whale, depicting the ultimate harmony between human and animal, as difined in Cul-

(Courtesy: Newsphoto)
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TOP 8 high tech sectors identified

n July 6, the National Devel-

opment and Reform Com-

mission (NDRC) released the

11th Five Year Plan on High Technol-

ogy Industries Development, clarify-
ing the period's top 8 key sectors,

electronic information, biology, aero-

nautics and astronautics, new materi-

als, high-tech service, new energy re-

sources, ocean and industry of re-

building and elevating traditional in-
dustries by high and new technology.

The Plan defines new catchwords

for high tech development, independent

innovation, giving prominence to appli-

stressing that past pursuit of enlarging
industrial size shall be shifted to dual
emphasis on increasing strength and
keeping enlargement and the main busi-
ness shall be turned from OEM to man-
ufacture based on independent R&D.
Under the Plan, invention patents
of China's high-tech enterprises shall
double with the added value of inde-
pendently-developed high-tech manu-
facturing accounting for over 50% and
export of high-tech products with in-
dependent IPR and independent
brands reaching 15%. (by Haixia)
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Bloomberg awarded 300,000

yuan by Shanghai court

hanghai First Intermediate Peo-
S ple's Court, entered into the fi-
nal decision for BloombergL.P.
over the US financial news giant's suit
against Shanghai Pobo Information
Company and shareholder Shanghai
Pobo Network Data Information Con-
sulting Company, ordering them to
cease infringement, publish an apolo-
gy in a prominent position of their web
sites for 30 consecutive days to undo
the harm and indemnify 300,000 yuan
in damages to Blommberg.
Bloomberg sued the two Shang-
hai defendants for trademark infringe-
ment in 2005. The ensuing decision
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The Strasbourg Agreement concerning

made by the trial court was appealed

by both sides.
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the International Patent Classification

(by Xiao Feng)

he Strasbourg Agreement con-
T cerning the International Patent

Classification, concluded on
March 24, 1971 in Strasbourg, France,
provides for a common classification

were party to the Strasbourg Agree-
ment. China deposited its accession to
the WIPO on June 17, 1996 and be-
came a full member on June 19, 1997.
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