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In the first half, China handled
33 cases of general violations of
Olympic symbols with an estimate
value of 301,700 yuan, imposed
284,200 yuan in fines, seized and
removed 5,123 labels; handled 109
cases infringing the exclusive rights
of Olympic symbols with an esti-
mate value of 891,500 yuan, im-
posed 1,065,100 yuan in fines.
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In the first half, police nation-
wide brought 36,000 cases under the
title of sabotaging socialist market
economic order, 1,094 of which in-
volved IPRs, up 2.7% year on year.
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As of the end of 2006, Yan-
tai, Shandong had filed cumula-
tive 21,699 patent applications, reg-
istered 16,170 trademarks, filed 135
applications for new varieties of
plants and registered 157 pieces of
computer software.
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In the first half, AICs in Jiang-
su dispatched 35,823 enforcement
officer times, checked 96,550 shops
and 4,139 merchandise marts, shut
down 13 counterfeit workshops,
handled 855 trademark cases and
seized 365,820 counterfeit labels.
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Harbin, Heilongjiang Cultural
Market Enforcement Team raided
eight markets dealing AV products
including Taishan E-City and
Chuanbo E-World and seized 30,
000 optical disks.
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Xiamen, Fujian Customs inter-
cepted a cargo of counterfeit Olympic
symbols with Iran as the destination,
namely 5,000 tags printed with Bei-
jing 2008 Olympics or Beijing 2008.
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Executive Editor

n August 10, the 2007 edition
O of the Patent Report of the

World Intellectual Property Or-
ganization (WIPO) showed that China
moved to the third recipient of patent fil-
ings up from the fourth. This is clearly

one indicator of the increasing level of

inventiveness and innovation that is oc-
curring in China.

The largest recipients of patent fil-
ings are the patent offices of Japan, the
United States of America, China, the
Republic of Korea and the European
Patent Office (EPO). These five offices
represent 77% of all patents filed in
2005, (a 2% increase over 2004), repre-
senting 74% of all patents granted. With
an increase of almost 33% over 2004,

the patent office of China became the
third recipient of patent filings in 2005.

Francis Gurry, WIPO Deputy Di-
rector General, commented on the
new trend in a press conference for
the release of the report. “ Countries
in North East Asia will most likely
continue to challenge their counter-

parts elsewhere. Countries like China

and Republic of Korea will continue
their rapid developments in innova-
tion, one indicator of which is the
number of patent applications filed.”
by Xiang Li)
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On August 9,
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Dongcheng Administration for Industry and Commerce of Beijirig called
makers in the country to join its operation to check hotels, spirit shops and restaurants for possible counterfeits.
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Nearly 20,000 trademark violations handled by AICs' in first half

s reported by the Statistics
A Division under the General
Affairs Office of the State
Administration for Industry and Com-
merce, in the first half of 2007, the ad-
ministrations for industry and com-
merce of all layers nationwide dealt
with 18,973 cases of trademark in-
fringement, up 0.43% year on year.
Of the number, 15,458 cases in-
volved domestic parties only, up
0.18%:; 3,515 relating to foreign par-
ty, up 1.53%.
A total of 14,296 cases of trade-
mark violation were investigated, up

533 cases or 3.87%.
trademark infringements and imitations
continued going up and the cases of
general trademark violation kept de-
clining. A total of 3,014 cases of gen-

The number of

eral trademark offense were handled,
down 385 or 11.33%. A total of 15,959
cases of trademark infringement were
handled, up 466 cases or 3.01%.

(by Zhang Haizhi/Dou Xinying)
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Software piracy rate down 2% annually in China

eputy Director General of the
National Copyright Adminis-
tration Xu Chao announced

in a press conference for the release of

the Investigative Report on the Envi-
ronment for the Development of Soft-
ware Industry in China on August 9,
the piracy rate in China in recent years
tends to decline.  Statistics from the
Ministry of Information Industry indi-
cates, the rate is shrinking 2% annual-

ly. The development environment of

software industry has been improved,
and the sales revenues of both domes-

tic and foreign software enterprises in
China are on the fast track.

With piracy, fair market competi-
tion order is destroyed, and the pirates
steal the interests that should be at-
tained by right holders, strangling the
livelihood of legitimate companies, in
particular those SMEs. ~ Only com-
bating piracy may bring healthy and
quick development to software indus-
try. (by Wang Ying)
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Fouder seeks 100M yuan from Blizzard
1

(by Yu Fei)

eijing Founder Electronics, a
B wholly owned subsidiary of

Founder Group, has brought
action against the US-based Blizzard
Entertainment and The 9Ltd (Shang-
hai) over alleged copyright infringe-
ment of its fonts before the Beijing
High People's Court.  Founder sought
100 million yuan in damages, the
largest amount ever claimed by a Chi-
nese company squaring off a foreign
party in an IPR dispute.

According to a Founder execu-
tive, Blizzard 's online game, World of
Warcraft has been illegally copying
and using five fonts including Beiwei
regular script, paper cutting style script
and fine boldface exclusively devel-
oped by Founder Electronics, without
our permission, which is an outright
infringement of Founder's copyright.
In its preliminary estimate, Founder
claimed that the use of those fonts has
resulted in its loss of 1 billion yuan.
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Circular on Launching the Special

paign on Combating
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Cam-
Internet Piracy in 2007

ollowing the China's Action

Plan on IPR Protection 2007,

the National Copyright Admin-
istration (NCA), Ministry of Public Se-
curity (MPS) and Ministry of Informa-
tion Industry (MII) decided to conduct a
three-month crackdown campaign on
Internet piracy across the country from
August to the end of October in a bid to
protect the legitimate interests of copy-
right holders and ensure the smooth de-
velopment of the Internet industry.

The campaign will focus on the fol-
lowing aspects: shut down illegal web-
sites; sanction violators that infringe intel-
lectual property rights by distributing pi-
rated movies, music, software, computer
games and books through the internet; en-
hance monitoring over the influential or
specialized websites dealing with distribu-
tion of movies, music, software, computer
games and books; establish a long-term
monitoring mechanism under the Copy-
right Law;.investigate internet cafes to

punish those who illegally download films
and games and profit from the Internet and
offer them to the public.
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